
 
  

 

 

                              SPRING TOUR
Spring is a time of renewal. 

The world blooms back to 

life after its winter nap and 

everyone and everything 

feels invigorated. While we 

celebrate another season, 

we also remember those 

who have gone before us. 

JRTC and Fort Polk, along 

with the Heritage Family 

Association, welcome 

friends and family from far 

and wide for our two 

Spring Heritage Tours. 

These tours have become 

annual events, hosted 

every spring since 2012.  

These tours allow us to 

take a moment, during this 

season of growth, to step 

back in time and 

remember the people that 

came before us and the 

sacrifices they made for 

our nation.    

In the past, we have 

had our Peason Tour and 

Main Fort Tour on different 

dates. This year, due to an 

increase in training 

activities, range access is 

more restricted. As a result, 

both spring tours will be 

held on March 31st, 2018.    

The Peason Tour will 

begin at Pine Grove 

Baptist Church (11806 LA-

118, Florien, Louisiana). 

Vehicles will park in the 

church parking lot and 

load onto a bus provided 

by Fort Polk. The bus will 

begin loading at 8:00am 

and will leave promptly at 

8:30am. Rickey Robertson, 

Peason Ridge Heritage 

family member and local 

historian, will lead the tour. 

Mr. Robertson will stop at 

many old home sites, 

school sites, cemeteries, 

and training areas.  
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Spring Heritage Tours 



 

      

 

The Main Fort Tour 

includes a cemetery 

dedication. This year’s 

cemetery is the Davis 

Cemetery, located in the 

Zion Hills area of Fort Polk. 

For the Main Fort Tour, we 

will meet at Memorial Park 

on Fort Polk, located 

across from the Main Post 

Chapel on Louisiana 

Avenue.  

We will meet at 

Memorial Park at 10:30am 

and will leave for the Davis 

Cemetery at 11:00am. The 

Heritage Family 

Association will provide 

fried chicken for lunch and 

are asking for attendees to 

bring a side dish. Lunch will 

begin at 12:00pm.  

If necessary, rain 

contingency plans will be 

announced at Memorial 

Park. 

 

Davis Cemetery 

Davis Cemetery is located in the Zion 

Hills area of Fort Polk on the west side of 

Whiskachitta Creek. Surnames of those 

interred at Davis Cemetery include Cryer, 

Davis, James, Legg, McCallon, McKee, 

Perkins and Smith. Davis Cemetery was 

established around 1885 and the oldest 

birthdate in the cemetery is 1838. 



 
      

 

 Elizabeth Chapel Cemetery 

Resurrection in a Place of Rest  

On the night of December 29th, 2017 some 

unknown persons vandalized the historic 

Elizabeth Chapel Cemetery off of Jackson 

Road north of Leesville. Over twenty 

headstones were shattered as a result of this 

senseless act of violence. 

This cemetery is the final resting place of 

several influential figures and was also the site 

of the first Episcopal chapel in Vernon Parish. 

Even the namesake of Fort Polk, Leonidas 

Polk, visited this site during his role as 

Archbishop of the 

Episcopal Diocese in 

Louisiana.  

Rickey Robertson, 

Heritage Family 

member, has several 

relatives laid to rest 

at the Elizabeth 

Chapel Cemetery. 

The individuals laid to 

rest there are 

connected in a 

myriad of ways to 

those who sacrificed 

their land for the sake of our nation. 

The Fort Polk Cultural Resource 

Management Office staff met Mr. Robertson 

and John Crook out at the cemetery on 

January 5th to offer professional guidance in 

how best to move forward with the 

restoration project. Also in attendance was 

Jason Church from the National Center for 

Preservation Technology and Training. Church 

gave professional advice on repairs and 

provided a repair cost estimate to law 

enforcement. Fort Polk personnel helped 

piece together the headstones from the 

scattered fragments while both Mr. Crook 

and Mr. Robertson shared stories from the 

lives of those laid to rest. For a brief moment 

in time, these individuals were alive in the 

present. The awful act of vandalism brought 

all of us together and gave us the opportunity 

to share in their lives and legacies.  

Charlie Bordelon, resident of Beauregard 

Parish, has generously donated his time and 

resources to restore the headstones. In 

addition to the headstones, an iron fence 

was damaged. Fortunately, the original 

manufacturer is still in business and has been 

since the early 1800s. The restoration effort 

has already raised over $1,000 and has 

garnered comments and well-wishes from 

hundreds across the state. If you’re interested 

in following the progress, please go to the 

Elizabeth Chapel Cemetery Restoration page 

on Facebook. 



 
      

 

We’re Going Digital! 

Our ancestors were experts at 

reducing waste and making the most 

out of everything they owned. To 

reduce waste, our newsletters will now 

be digital. Fort Polk Cultural Resource 

Management Office will post any and 

all news to their website, 

www.polkhistory.org . If you do not 

have Internet capabilities, please call 

us at the numbers below to continue 

receiving hard copies. 

 

 

  

When you log on to polkhistory.org, 

click on the words “Heritage Project” 

at the top of the page. This will take 

you to a new page. Click 

“Publications” at the top of this new 

page and you will find all of the 

newsletters – past, present, and future.  

 

 

Cultural Resources Office, DPW/ENRMD 

    1647 23rd Street, BLDG 2515 

Fort Polk, Louisiana 71459 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have any questions or comments, please feel free to contact the  

Cultural Resources office on Fort Polk at (337) 531-6011 or the  

Cultural Resources Outreach Coordinator at (409) 504 – 2445.  


